
July 2020 Newsletter 

JULY has suddenly arrived despite Covid! Tempus fugit! I failed Latin 

miserably but I remember that bit. Life has carried on fairly normally – on 

the surface anyway and hopefully by the time I put the next newsletter to-

gether we’ll be able to have a few dates in the diary. The one thing we 

must avoid is complacency. Much as I’d love a big party in the Village 

Hall, commonsense must prevail. Pat 

We are still only delivering our newsletters by email now.  Contact me at 

ibateman@waitrose.com to get on to our distribution list. Ian 
 

Other sources of important or local information are: 

 The Parish Council website at http://georgenympton.org.uk 

 The church website at www.missioncommunity.weebly.com 

 George Nympton facebook @georgenymptondevon  and   

@GeorgeNymptonVillageHall 

 Devon County Council at https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-

advice-in-devon/  

 Tim Watson in Alswear ([tim.watson@hobbyhousefarm.com] )is dis-

tributing many COVID-related bulletins 
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In our prayers  we give thanks that our villages have so far been relatively un-

scathed by the pandemic. We think of all those who have been ill with the virus and 

those who are mourning loved ones, remembering also the many people who are 

suffering from other health problems.  

Church Services 

Churches are now allowed to open under restrictions but are 

not obliged to do so.  We are planning to open our church at 

George Nympton  for private prayer, initially for one day a 

week, starting Tuesday  21st July, providing we can meet all 

the safety requirements.  I will email confirmation nearer the 

time.  Meanwhile you could still join Michael in a virtual ser-

vice on Sunday’s at 11:00 using ZOOM.  Alternatively, Rev 

David Coleman is conducting a service each week on You-

tube—link is via the Mission Community website /  Worship 

at Home (see page 1). 

Christian Aid 

Thank you for the generous support to those of you who have contributed to the 

Christian Aid week fundraising effort in these difficult times! I am delighted that we 

have raised over £2000 for this amazing charity during May through donations, the 

quiz and sponsored walk. It will certainly make a dif-

ference to those in vulnerable communities across the 

world during the pandemic. 

The quiz, so ably hosted by Andy Jarvis, gave partici-

pators a fun evening and a change from our normal 

‘lockdown’ routines as well as raising funds. 

Mike and I thoroughly enjoyed our walking. We 

achieved more than our target of 300,000 steps and 120 

miles during the month of May! The North Devon 

countryside and the weather were stunning, and the 

joys of wildlife amazing – the birdsong, bluebells, or-

chids, foxgloves, red deer, small pearl bordered fritillar-

ies (delight!) and even a displaying peacock, to name 

but a few!  We discovered new walks and enjoyed be-

ing able to walk along roads that are normally too busy 

with fast traffic! 

Your help to achieve our total is so much appreciated! Lynne and Mike Miller 

  

Village Hall Fifty Club 

The winners of the first draw are Linda Gay £50,  Jake Down £20 and Lesley Simp-

son £10. This is likely to be our only fund raising activity this year and it’s still not 

too late to join if you have forgotten, as there are another three draws made through 

the year.  Ian  

Church Contacts 

The Rector  
Rev Michael Grandey 
01769579492 
 
Church Wardens: 

Nymet St George  
Roger Mead 574137 
Ian Bateman 572116  

  
South Molton 
Robert Redwood   
572079 



Parish Council 

The PC held its first virtual meeting via Zoom on June 11th. Minutes of 

the meeting are available on the website and on the notice board. The next 

virtual meeting will be on 23rd July at 7.30pm. A link to the meeting will 

be published to allow any parishioners to attend the meeting via Zoom. 

Nan Maxwell 

Please communicate with us via the George Nympton Facebook Page or 

via the Parish Clerk on 579723 or gnqnparishclerk@gmail.com 

 

Culverhill Farm 
It’s feels like life is returning to normal very slowly here. The first UK 

jump racing starts in July, albeit behind closed doors.  Chester and Suzie 

were very excited about our first runners in France last week! It was 

Chester’s first ride over a course he’d never seen before and jumps that 

the horse had never seen before! They had two clear rounds and a bit of 

prize money, so it’s good to get started again. Our staff will soon be re-

turning and in a couple of weeks we will be bringing in the horses for the 

new season, thank goodness! 

We have seen the fields green up and there’s a bit more hay in the shed. 

The horses are looking very well and have enjoyed the warm weather and 

now have plenty of grass so are getting rather tubby. Of course they have 

been on holiday a lot longer than normal, so plenty of walking to slim 

down will be needed! JaneWilliams 

 

 

The horses have obvi-

ously made the very 

best of their break – 

they have even taught 

themselves to walk on 

hedges! 

 

 

Welcome to Scott, Mel and Jack, recently moved into Sunnyside cot-

tage. 
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Castle Inn   Covid19 and the 4th of July.  

Well let’s hope that we are able to fully open up soon, it is going to be a 

slow gradual process and we will have to remain “alert” to the potential 

disaster if we get too carried away. To this end we are advised that from 

4th July pubs, restaurants and B & Bs can begin to extend their opening 

times but observing the underlying social distancing and Covid safeguard-

ing measures that are in place.   

Our system for takeaway meals seems to be working well but we may 

have to look at a different procedure for the 

takeaway collection as we shall be allowed to 

use the outside space. So we are continuing to 

offer a takeaway service from the main bar, 

but we shall not be opening the dining room 

for table bookings from the 4th July as the 

safeguarding restrictions would not make this 

a viable option.  

We will be operating under strict Covid meas-

ures to keep everyone safe and will have to re-

strict customer numbers to be able to maintain 

these measures. 

Let’s hope that we can continue to suppress the virus so that we can soon 

get the pub operating as a pub should so that we can all relax and enjoy 

the rest of the summer! 

Ian and Debbie 

Another Tale (Tail?) From the Lockdown. 
While taking a daily lockdown walk on a very hot day, a Parishioner de-

cided to stop and watch the pigs enjoying a lovely wallow to cool down. 

The Gloucester Old Spot sow decided to come to the gate to say hello 

and, being a true Farmer’s daughter, the walker gave her a good old 

scratch behind the ear and down her back. Suddenly the pig shook vio-

lently, like an extremely wet dog. The Parishioner was left to walk down 

Wampford Hill and through the village covered from head to toe in 

lovely, sticky wallow mud!! Trish – sorry – a Parishioner. 

I believe some people spend a great deal of money to have a mud bath! 

Think of the benefits to the skin! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Castle Inn 
George Nympton 
Devon 
EX36 4JE 
01769 574945 
email: ian.trott57@btinternet.com 



Contributions of news or items of interest welcome for the next issue, 

no later than 28th July please to Pat Bateman at  

0pmbateman@gmail.com. Phone 572116.  

Finally, (on an extra page) we can welcome back Carole and Ray Hurst after their 

epic and largely unplanned stay in Australia, but we shouldn’t be actually seeing 

them until Thursday 9th July when they end their 2 weeks isolation! 

 
DOWNUNDER VISIT (AGAIN) 

60 years ago (almost to the day) Ray and I immigrated to 

Australia as $10 Poms.... life was very different then com-

pared to our 5 month stay this time. 

We "cruised" over in 1960 sharing cabins with 6 other im-

migrants... men in one and women in the other. It took us 8 

weeks with only two stops in Aden and Perth. We went via 

the Suez Canal before it was closed and then reopened. This 

time we cruised in luxury with P and O in a stateroom with 

a balcony and went via the Panama Canal with many stops 

at exotic sounding islands (they really aren't that exotic to be 

honest.) We intended to stay a month visiting with family in 

Australia before going on to N.Z. and USA but that wasn’t to be.  

We ended up in Mooloolaba in Queensland 100m North of Brisbane, 500 yards from 

the beach and Ray’s sister, whose 90th we had gone to  celebrate. We had a nice 

"unit"(apt) with a pool and good facilities. Managed to have a couple of BBQs be-

fore the virus stopped all visiting.  Australia was quick to test and shut borders so 

was one of the safest countries to stay in having only just over 100 deaths from the 

virus in the whole of the country. 

We must say it was not a hardship ...we had to walk to food shop as no car but other 

than a few items such as TP and flour for the first few weeks we haven't had any 

lack of groceries which are expensive as are medical services. 

Our visa ran out after 3 months and a hassle to renew it for another 3 

months...interviews over the phone etc. We had several flights cancelled and are still 

awaiting refunds. BUT this time we hope to be lucky and should, by the time you 

read this, have returned to G.N. which we have sorely missed and to all our friends 

and neighbours who have been so kind by looking after our cottage and garden. 

Many thanks....it’s good to be back! Carole Hurst 

 

Sorry this is a little late this month. I’ve had a few health issues which resulted in a 

ride in an ambulance with a very pleasant paramedic. His hair was rather like 

Tomasz Schafernaker’s but he didn’t do weather forecasts. But again, many, many 

thanks to our wonderful NHS.  Pat 
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